
Request Board approval for the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (Department) to donate a 
Beckman-Coulter robotic platform to the State of Connecticut, Department of Public Safety, Scientific 
Services Division, Forensic Science Laboratory (Connecticut lab).

SUBJECT

May 17, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO DONATE SURPLUS PROPERTY
TO STATE OF CONNECTICUT, DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY,

SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION, FORENSIC SCIENCE LABORATORY
(ALL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Approve the donation of a Biomek 2000 biorobot (Biomek) to the Connecticut lab to support their 
ability to process convicted offender DNA samples.

2. Authorize the Sheriff, as an agent for the County of Los Angeles (County), to execute the attached 
Release of Liability, Assumption of Risk and Indemnification Agreement for Donation of Equipment 
from Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department for use by the State of Connecticut (Agreement).

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Due to the purchase of modern robotics platforms, the Department determined that the Biomek 
system, serial number 4327009, can no longer be utilized by the Department’s crime lab.  The 
Biomek was purchased with funds from the NIJ 2004 Capacity Enhancement Grant (2004-DN-BX-
K073).  The Department is electing to comply with NIJ’s recommendation that we donate the robot to 
another grant recipient.  An advertisement was placed by NIJ to assist the Department with finding a 



recipient for the robot, and the Connecticut lab was the only response.  An alternative is to attempt to 
sell the Biomek, though any funds will have to be reimbursed to NIJ.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The donation of the Biomek to the Connecticut lab supports the County’s Strategic Plan, Goal 1, 
Operational Effectiveness; and Goal 5, Public Safety, by enabling the Department to assist 
Connecticut law enforcement personnel in their efforts to protect citizens.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no negative fiscal impact on the County’s budget.  The Biomek has been made 
obsolete by the purchase of a more modern robotic system.  Freight cost for the transfer of the 
Biomek will be paid by the Connecticut lab.  The County will realize a savings due to the removal of 
the Biomek from Robotic DNA Analysis Equipment Maintenance Services Agreement Number 76616 
with Beckman Coulter, Incorporated.  The Connecticut lab will assume all maintenance 
responsibilities of the Biomek.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

This donation is in keeping with the rules set by NIJ and serves the need for the County to comply 
with NIJ’s disposition requirements for equipment purchased with grant funds.  In exchange for this 
donation, the State of Connecticut will execute the Agreement, whereby the State of Connecticut 
releases the County of all liability pertaining to the Biomek and indemnifies the County for all liability 
arising out of the use of the Biomek.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This action will have no impact on current services.

CONCLUSION

This is an excellent opportunity for the County to assist a fellow law enforcement agency with a need 
for a redundant robotics platform utilized to process convicted offender DNA samples entered into 
their state Combined DNA Index System.  Upon Board approval, please send an adopted copy of 
this letter to the Department.
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Sincerely,

LEROY D. BACA

Sheriff

LDB:KWH:kwh

Enclosures
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